WALMER E. STROPE ’42

  Walmer E. “Jerry” Strope hitchhiked from Michigan in 1938 to take the entrance exams at Webb Institute. Awarded the American Bureau of Shipping prize for highest average scholarship upon graduation six months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, he joined the Navy’s Bureau of Ships where he was assigned as naval architect in the War Damage Analysis Section. During World War II, every action and damage report came across his desk for analysis. His reports became required reading in every wardroom in the fleet and his recommended changes in ship design influenced new construction.

  Upon the war’s conclusion with the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Strope helped design the target array for Operation Crossroads, spent six months of 1946 at Bikini Atoll, and came back to a new job in the Atomic Warfare Defense Section. In 1949, he was transferred to the new Naval Radiological Defense Laboratory in San Francisco to form up its engineering and analysis group. During the 1950s, he participated in many nuclear weapons tests both in Nevada and in the Pacific and rose through the laboratory organization to become Associate Scientific Director. In 1957, Strope was awarded the Navy’s Distinguished Civilian Service Award for his contributions to the Navy Passive Defense Plan.

  In 1961, when President John F. Kennedy transferred responsibility for civil defense to the Department of Defense, Strope was summoned to be Director of Research under the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Civil Defense. He directed this research effort until his retirement from the Federal Government in 1973. After several years as a senior scientist with the Stanford Research Institute in their Washington office, he joined the staff of the Center for Planning and Research, a California corporation, as head of the Washington office. During the 1980s, Strope became part owner and chairman of CPR until he retired for the second time in 1989.  His wife of 60 years, Doris-Jeane “Dee Jay” Strope passed away in 2003. He resided at his home “Anchor Point” near Montross, Virginia on the lower Potomac on the Northern Neck of Virginia until his passing in August 2010.  He was active until his death in his church and the Northern Neck community.  He was also the President of the American Strategic Defense Association (ASDA) www.strategicdefense.org 
